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  LEED Version 3.0 ðA Summary of Changes  

For Upcoming Chapter Events Please Visit Our Website at: www.usgbcswva.org  

Generally speaking, monthly meetings are at 5:30 pm with networking and program starts at 6:00 pm.              

 - By Sean McGinnis, Board Member & Education 

Committee Chair 

 

With the recent USGBC transition to LEED v3, 

there are many questions about the changes in 

certification of buildings and accreditation of pro-

fessionals.  This article summarizes the major 

changes and provides additional resources for 

questions you still might have.  Most of the infor-

mation in this article comes directly from the 

USGBC (usgbc.org) or GBCI websites 

(www.gbci.org). 

 

The USGBC launched LEED v3 on April 27, 

2009.  Programs such as this must evolve over 

time as building technology moves forward and 

more is learned about environmental impacts of 

building.  Among other improvements, the new 

system upgrades online capabilities and also pri-

oritizes energy efficiency and CO2 emissions re-

ductions relative to other environmental impacts. 

LEED v3 is a comprehensive revision with 

changes to the rating system, the online LEED 

tool, and the certification model.  LEED 2009 is 

an upgraded credit and points system which in-

corporates technical advancements.  The new 

version of LEED online is faster and easier to 

use.  The new certification and accreditation 

system is based on ISO standards and adminis-

tered by the Green Building Certification Insti-

tute (GBCI). 

 

The LEED reference guides have also been up-

dated for LEED v3 and can be purchased 

through the USGBC website.  The reference 

guides are now available as electronic copies as 

well as hard copies. 

 

All LEED v3 projects will use the new version of 

LEED Online. This sys-
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Chapter Program Events: meetings are 3rd Tuesday of the month.    

September 15: Solar House Tour; October 20: Sustainable Blacksburg; November 6: Member Appreciation Luncheon           

Rockbridge Regional Activities Committee Events: meetings are every second Wednesday of the 

month rotating between committee meetings and program events.  

September 12: Committee meeting; October 24 (1pm-3pm): Program Event at Spencers Home Center, 1398 N. Lee 

Highway, Lexington, VAñó2009 Tax Incentivesóñfor information contact Lisa Beckstrom at ljbeckst@yahoo.com             

Holstein Valley Branch Events: September 24: Committee Meeting. For information contact Nick Safay 

at nsafay@asdevelop.org.  

http://usgbcswva.org/
https://www.usgbc.org/
http://www.gbci.org/
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ing a college degree demonstrates your knowledge and command 
of the subject matter and is an independent third party verifica-

tion of your accomplishment. Sure, a person could study and read 
all the engineering curricula text books and at the end of four 

years proclaim that they are proficient in engineering, and they 

might be, but wouldnõt that just be their own opinion. Same holds 
true for professional licensing or even taking the LEED AP exam. 

It is the independent verification that assures stakeholders and the 
public at large that the building will perform at a level higher than 

a building designed and built with less rigor and documentation. 
Each level of LEED certification (Certified, Silver, Gold and 

Platinum) increasingly demonstrates higher levels of rigor and 

performance. 

 

Our first Connect the Dots program held at the Taubman Mu-

seum on August 1 was a great success. It focused on Green 
Homes and we plan to launch similar program for other building 

sectors such as Green Schools. Look for these opportunities in the 
near future. 

 

The 2009 GreenBuild Conference will be held in Phoenix, Ari-

zona November 9 to 13. Please try to attend because it is a really 
fantastic way to connect with the green community and learn all 

about the latest high performance services, systems and products. 
 

Best Regards,   

Steve Sunderman 

sustainable building products. 

 

Finally, we have issued a new 

column called ñSeal of Ap-

proval ñ which will be in a  

minimum of two issues a year 

to help sort the different  

ñgreenò certifications out there 

for various products and mate-

rials. There are so many prod-

ucts calling themselves certi-

fied or that state they have 

some type of ñgreenò seal it is 

daunting.  Claims by compa-

nies and or manufacturers 

should be endorsed by a 

credible certification or asso-

ciation garnering their seal.  

Thanks to Nick Safay for vol-

unteering to be our first au-

thor. 

 

I also want to thank all of our 

contributing authors and our 

USGBC Chapter Board who 

continue to support the effort 

in bringing you the most up to 

date and current information in 

green building. 

 

Finally, my term as Newsletter 

Editor is coming to an end 

after the Winter 2009 Issue is 

published. If you are inter-

ested in this position please 

contact our chair at communi-

cations@usgbcswva.org. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Trina Mastran  

obtained your LEED AP we 

have some answers for you as 

well. For information check out 

Sean McGinnisô article begin-

ning on the cover followed on 

pages 5 & 22. 

 

As Steve mentioned in his 

letter, this issue has a focus 

on Building Performance and 

Iôm pleased to announce that 

we have some guest writers 

who are willing to share their 

expertise in this area. Dustin 

Derrick, President of Ever-

green Insulation, walks us 

through the differences in to-

dayôs insulation choices. And 

Jeff Price, Director of Sales & 

Marketing for Virginia Lime 

Works discusses some of his 

companyôs environmental and 

  L ETTER  FROM  THE  E DITOR  

Dear Members, 

 

Warm and fuzzy green greetings to 

one and all! I hope you had plenty of 
opportunity to enjoy the warmth and 

energy of summer and that you are 

looking forward to the fall season. 
We are very fortunate at latitude 

37.27°N and longitude 79.95°W 
where we can experience all four seasons in relative moderation. 

 

Welcome to all of our new members, volunteers, sponsors and con-
gratulations to all of you new LEED APõs. 

 

This quarterõs newsletter is focused on Building Performance. LEED 

Certification as offered by the USGBC and other third party verifica-
tion systems can serve as guidelines for high performance building 

design and construction and are the most appropriate means to vali-
date a buildingõs performance. 

 

I have heard people question why they should expend the additional 
effort and cost it takes to design and document a project to achieve 

LEED Certification. They often want the high performance features, 

but say they do not feel the need to prove it. Well, I would argue that 
declaring a high performance building without a third party verifica-

tion leaves something to be proven. To prove it, an independent third 
party must validate the planned and actual performance, which can 

be equated to attending college and graduating with a degree. Earn-

Dear Members,  

 

Welcome to the third issue of 

this yearôs Newsletter. In this 

issue you will find answers to 

the newly implemented LEED 

version 3.0. And for those of 

you (like me) who just made it 

under the wire to get their 

LEED AP you will find out how  

LEED 3.0 impacts your newly 

acquired credential. And for 

those of you who have not 

 

mailto:mailto:communications@usgbcswva.org?subject=Monica
mailto:mailto:communications@usgbcswva.org?subject=Monica
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At Roanokeôs Memorial Day Weekend óFestival in the Parkô,  
Southwest Virginia Chapter Members participated with one of our 
favorite local environmental non-profits. The Roanoke Cool Cit-
ies Coalition  had a childrenôs coloring table, a banner table with 
handouts and CFLs for adults, and, óThe Human CFLô (our Chap-
ter Vice Chair, Monica Rokicki). The CFL costume was created by 
James Breakell, who was a favorite in the St. Patrickôs Day Pa-
rade. It was a hit with the kids, bringing them to our initially remote 
location at the Festival.  

 

The Roanoke Cool Cities Coalitionôs mission is óworking together 
for smart, clean energyô and is led by Mark McClain and Diana 
Christopulos. For more information see: www.rvccc.org. 

 

Many thanks to ALL of our Chapter volunteers who assisted with 
this event! 

 A Walk in the Park with Roanoke 

Valley Cool Cities Coalition (RVCCC)  

   The Purpose of SERC, Southeast Regional Council  

-by Nell Boyle, Past Board Chair & SERC Representative 

 

SERC: The Southeast Regional Council was formed 

to serve as a liaison between the chapters and the 

national USGBC to improve communication and sup-

port successful chapter development in our region. 

The SERC representatives meet quarterly at different 

locations throughout the region. This year the first 

meeting was sponsored by the USGBC chapter in Bir-

mingham, Alabama. The second and third meetings 

were held in Little Rock, Arkansas and Greensboro, 

North Carolina, respectively. The Greensboro meet-

ing also included the Chapter Chairs for a special fo-

rum to give the Chairs an opportunity to see how 

SERC works and to share their insights for future suc-

cessful chapter growth. 
 

The specific aim for the Regional Councils are to 

serve as a forum for chapters and affiliates to 

collaboratively produce: 
 

o Best practice guidance and policy input for chapters and 

affiliates, USGBC, and fellow regional councils, based on 

an understanding of chapter needs, requests and pro-

posals from USGBC; 

 

ƻ !ŘǾƻŎŀŎȅ ƻƴ ōŜƘŀƭŦ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ¦{D./Ωǎ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 

and national levels in support of chapter and affiliate 

needs and goals; 

 

o Leadership and support for coordinated regional and 

local initiatives to advance green building, including 

statewide advocacy, education programs, regional 

conferences/meetings, etc.; 

 

o Networking and operational support for new chap-

ters and those that need extra assistance within the 

region; 

 

o Tools and templates that support chapter and affili-

ate work; 

 

o Conflict resolution among member chapters and af-

filiates. 

For more information about the SERC contact Nell 

Boyle at boyle@breakell-inc.com or Nick Safay at 

nsafay@asdevelop.org. 

http://www.rvccc.org/
mailto:mailto:boyle@breakell-inc.com
mailto:mailto:nsafay@asdevelop.org



